AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 



The attached replacement sheets of drawings include proposed corrections to Fig. 9B. 
In Figure 9B, the arrow is now designated with numeral 95. 



Attachment: Proposed Drawing Change 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-23 are pending in the application. Claims 1,2,10,11,16-18, and 21 stand 
rejected. Claims 3-9, 12-15, 19, 20, 22, and 23 are objected to by the Examiner. The 
Specification is being objected to by the Examiner. The drawings filed on October 18, 
2004 are objected to by the Examiner. Objections and rejections are addressed below 
in substantially the same order as in the office action. 

OBJECTION TO DRAWINGS 

The Examiner notes that reference character "94" in Fig. 9A designates both 
side edge surface and an arrow. The arrow is now designated with numeral "95" and 
the specification has been amended accordingly. Applicant herewith furnishes a set of 
replacement drawings with the appropriate correction to Fig.^^AT^ ^3 Qt<^ 

OBJECTION TO SPECIFICATION 

The Examiner noted several apparent errors in the specification that required correction. 
However, the application as filed does not have the noted errors. However, these errors 
appear in the published application. Applicant desires to address the noted objections 
but is not certain as to how to amend a published application where the underlying as- 
filed application is not in error. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC S 102 

1 Claims 1 and 2 

Claims 1 and 2 stand rejected under 35 USC 102 (b) as being anticipated by 
Current et al. (3,603,388). To Applicant's reading, Current et al disclose a releasable 
packer assembly a ratchet 86 that is moved by a wedging action with a ratchet lock 88. 

With respect to clajm 1, Current et al does not teach or suggest a release 
assembly that releases a locking member by expanding a gap formed in the locking 
member. Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 1 is in condition for allowance. 
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With respect to claim 2, this claim depends from claim 1 . a claim believed to be in 
condition, and should be allowable on at least such grounds. 

2. Claims 10, 11 and 16 

Claims 10, 11, and 16 stand rejected under 35 USC 102 (b) as being anticipated 
by Quinn (5,941,306). To Applicant's reading, Quinn discloses a system for releasably 
setting a packer assembly that includes a locking assembly having a split-ring locking 
member 46 and a release sub 60 that actuates the locking member 46 with a wedging 
action. 

With respect to claim 10, Quinn does not teach or suggest a release assembly 
that releases a locking member by expanding a gap formed in the locking member. 
Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 10 is in condition for allowance. 

With respect to claims 11 and 16, these claims depend from claim 10, a claim 
believed to be in condition, and should be allowable on at least such grounds. 

3. Claims 17,18 and 21 

Claims 17, 18, and 21 stand rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Dickerson (4,526,229). To Applicant's reading, Dickerson discloses a method of 
selectively setting and releasing a packer assembly from a set position in a wellbore 
that includes, in part engaging a locking member 108 to retain the packer element in its 
set position and releasing the locking member by urging a release sub 112 into contact 
beneath the locking member. 

With respect to claim 17, Dickerson does not teach or suggest a release 
assembly that releases a locking member by expanding a gap formed in the locking 
member. Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 17 is in condition for allowance. 

281-36186-US 

-10- 



With respect to claims 18 and 21, these claims depend from claim 17, a claim 
believed to be in condition, and should be allowable on at least such grounds. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

The Examiner objected to Claims 3-9, 12-15, 19, 20, 22, and 23 as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Applicant believes that the base claims, as amended, are in condition for 
allowance. Thus, Applicant has not rewritten these claims in independent form. 
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CONCLUSION 



For all the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that the application is in a 
condition for allowance. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-0429 (284-36186- 
US). 



Dated: December 20, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 




CRandran D. Kumar 
Registration No. 48,679 
Madan, Mossman & Sriram, P.C. 
2603 Augusta, Suite 700 
Houston, Texas 77057 
Telephone: (713) 266-1130 
Facsimile: (713) 266-8510 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and any documents referred to as enclosed or attached is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope 
addressed to: Attn: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA. 
22313-1450 on this 20* day of December 2005. 



iw^r 



rgaret A. Pruitt 



281-36186-US 



-12- 



